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Persuasive Speech Outline EXAMPLE
TITLE: The Day the Music Died
Topic:  The impact on music after the plane crash on February 3, 1959 (The Day the Music Died).
Specific Purpose: To persuade the audience about the importance of the three fallen musicians’ music and the impact of their deaths in the music industry.  

Thesis Statement: February 3, 1959 will always be regarded as “The Day the Music Died”. The deaths and music of icons Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, and The Big Bopper still influence music fifty three years after the accident. 
Introduction

Attention-Getting Material: American Pie song quote: “Bye bye Miss American Pie drove my Chevy to the levy
                                                                                         but the levy was dry and good old boys were drinking 

                                                                                          and rye singin’ this will be the day that I die”-McLean.

Credibility Material: Non-biased sources that search and show the importance of the musicians and their music.
Preview: We will examine the impact of the plane crash and the musicians on the record industry today.

Transition Statement to Body of Speech: Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, and the Big Bopper were never able to     complete their concert tour because they were about to board the plane that send them to their deaths.  

Body

I.    Introducing the musicians to the audience. 
A. Buddy Holly’s hits and tour.

· Boarded the plane for a tour stop in Minnesota from Iowa.
· Died at the age of twenty-two.
· His hits included: “Peggy Sue”, “Everyday” and “That’ll be the Day”

· Very influential in the record industry.

    B. Ritchie Valens fate and legacy.

· Seventeen years old at the time of his death.

· His 45’ rpm with “Donna” and LaBamba” peaked at #2 on Billboard’s Singles Chart after his death.

· The Rock and Roll Hall of Fame regards the 45 as “this double-sided smash was one of the greatest Rock 

· And Roll singles of the 1950s’.

· Inducted into the Rock and Roll Hall of Fame in 2001. 

Transition: These accomplished lives were taken away from the world on February 3, 1959.  

   II.          What happened the Day the Music died?
           A. Why did they choose to ride a plane?  
· The heater was broken in the tour bus and the freezing temperatures were too miserable to bear for 380

· miles.

· *The singer Dion was offered a seat on the plane but did not was to pay the $36 charge.

· *He flipped a coin with Tommy Allsop to see who would get the last seat on Buddy Holly’s chartered jet  

· and won.
· Valens had a fear of flying but did not want to ride on the tour bus.     
· Holly’s band mate Wylon Jennings had the flu and decided to give up his seat on the plane.

· Quote: Holly joked with Wylon and said “I hold you old bus freezes up”-Holly

· Quote: Wylon jokingly responded with “I hope your old plane crashes”-Jennings     

               B. What caused of the plane accident?
· The plane took off at 12:55am in deteriorating weather.

· There was light snowfall.
· Quote from www.fiftiesweb.com of the aircraft accident report. “caused by the pilot’s decision to undertake a flight in which the likelihood of encountering instrument conditions existed, in the mistaken belief that he could cope en route instrument weather conditions, without being properly certificated to fly solely by instruments”

· Pilot error was the cause of the plane crash.
· The deaths were preventable.              
Transition: In 1959 a young paper boy Don McLean dreamed of emulating his boyhood music heroes. The day of their death inspired one of the most well-known songs of all time “American Pie”.  
III.
      The death of idols was the inspiration for the Don Mclean song “American Pie”.
A. The song was about mourning the loss of heroes.

· The song went to number 1 on the charts.
· Producer Ed Freeman quote: “American Pie was the funeral for the era without it, many of us would have   been unable to grieve, achieve closure, and move on. Don saw that, and wrote the song that set us free. We should all be eternally grateful to him for that”- Freeman.
B. Song quote from American Pie.

· ”I can’t remember if I cried when I heard about his widowed bride, but something touched me deep inside the day the music died” –McLean.

· Buddy Holly’s wife of six months was pregnant at the time of the plane accident, but suffered a miscarriage soon after. 
· Holly did not have a child to continue on his behalf so his legacy had to survive solely through his music.

C. Song quote from American Pie.
· ”No angel born in Hell could break that Satan’s spell and as the flames climbed high into the night to Light the sacrificial light I saw Satan laughing with delight the Day the Music Died”- McLean.

· The world was in mourning and only the Devil could find solace in the musicians having lost their lives.
Transition: Fifty two years after the plane crash the musicians have still proven to be influential and have left their mark on music forever. 

IV.
       Buddy Holly’s influence on the Beatles and other musicians.
A. The band name was changed to the “Beatles” inspired by Holly.
· Name changed numerous times from the “Quarrymen” to “Johnny and the moon dogs” to the “Beatles” as an ode to Holly and his band the “Crickets”.
Former bass player Stuart Sutcliffe came up with the name.

B. Buddy Holly’s style influence on the Beatles.
· Holly’s style changed the way the Beatles presented themselves.
· John Lennon quote: “He made it easy to wear glasses. I WAS Buddy Holly”- Lennon

· Paul McCartney quote: “Buddy Holly gave you the confidence. He was the boy next door”- McCartney

· McCartney now owns the rights to most of Holly’s music.

C. Holly’s style influence on Weezer.

· Weezer wore Holly glasses and cardigans.

· Weezer’s song “Buddy Holly” is one of their most popular hits
D. E Street Band guitarist Stevie Van Zandt still looks to Holly on ways to be a performer.

· Holly’s musicality still drives him to deliver intense concert performances for his fans.

· Quote: “I grew up in the music renaissance period 1951-1971. Our standards were set very, very high

· mostly by the Beatles, Rolling Stones and Buddy Holly”- Van Zandt

· Quote: “We were aspiring to reach their level and we are still trying”-Van Zandt
· The E Street Band was named the Best Live Act of all time by Rollingstone magazine in 2011.

· Believes his musical heroes Buddy Holly and the Beatles instilled high expectations in him to 

be a great performer.
Transition to conclusion: The legacy left behind by the musicians ensures the world that they will live 
                                         on forever because of the love of Rock and Roll.

Conclusion


Summary: The deaths and music of Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens, and the Big Bopper have forever     

                  changed and influenced the music world.

Concluding Remarks: Buddy Holly, Ritchie Valens and the Big Bopper will always live on not only 
                                                    through their music, but through all music today.
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